No safer spaces 2011
With the Copenhagen queer festival we wish to create a queer space. But what is queer? How do
we define it, use it, make it part of our lives? How do you define 'queer' in relation to 'non-queer'?
these are just some of the questions we want to work on understanding during the festival. We wish
to create a forum where people from all over the world can exchange impressions, viewpoints and
ideas. Where we can play, learn, teach, move our boundaries and go places we didn't know existed.
The festival is strictly D.I.Y. meaning that YOU as a participant must take an active part in
making the festival successful. A few things have been planned in advance by the organizing group,
but otherwise it is up to the participants to decide in unity how they want the festival to proceed. It
is expected that everyone help out as much as they can to ensure that the festival will be a fun and
enlightening experience for all.
Non-profit is another keyword for the festival. We wish to create a space which is not based on
money, as we find this is the case in society today. The festival is open to all, whether or not they
have money.
To create a place that is free for all it is important that we all try radically confront some, if not
all(?) of the structures exiting in society today. We need to help each other to break free from
structures and norms imposed on us by the capitalist, heteronormative, racist society. At the festival
we need to respect each other, listen and think before we act and keep in mind that calling the
festival 'free' and 'queer' doesn't automatically make it so. We expect everyone to analyze their own
actions and what effect they have on other people.
And even though the list is long, we still won't tolerate racism, sexism, heterosexism,
homo/bi/queer/hetero/trans-phobia, in other words No discrimination based on sexuality, age,
gender, ethnicity, class and so on. There will be room for those who make room for others.
Despite our political agenda we must not forget that the festival is also about having fun and
meeting new exiting people of all genders and sexualities
We hope to see you in late july for a great week of discussions, workshops, parties and politics!

